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ABSTRACT 

Increasingly managed care organizations are seeking 
wound care treatments that improve patients outcome, 
can be provided at minimal costs, are readily managed by 
patients and/or caregivers, and maintain the highest qual­
ity of life possible. Wounds in migrant farm workers and 
low socioeconomic populations tend to be severe, poorly 
managed, often long term, and severely affect the quality 
of life of both patient and caregiver. Traditional wound care 
management are costly, time consuming, disrupt the abili­
ty to work, painful, and debilitating, destroying quality of 
life. Physicians at a Rural Migrant Health Community 
Center sought a simple wound treatment that could be 
applied to a variety of eschar covered wounds that could 
not be surgically debrided. Treatment requirements were, 
in order, reduction of pain, effective outcome, simplicity, 
cost effectiveness. The following protocol was established 
as most effective: 1) cleanse wound with cleanser or dis­
tilled water, 2) apply thin layer of hydrogel paste*, 3) cover 
with hydrogel wafer dressing**, 4) change dressing every 
2-4 days. All wounds presenting with eschar were treated 
with the above protocol. Wounds healed without amputa­
tion, scarring or follow up corrective surgery as is usually 
required. 

Conclusion: The treatment protocol met all physician 
requirements. Patient acceptance was great due to signif­
icant decrease in pain, ease of application, and rapid heal­
ing. All wounds treated healed without complications. 
Physicians management time was significantly decreased 
as was overall cost of treatment. 

Presented at the Wound Ostomy Continence Nurses 
Conference 
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