Date: Thu, 19 Oct 2000 07:07:56 -0400
From: "Nancy Gutman" <ngutman{@voyager.net>
Subject: odor control with Gold Dust

"Gold Dust” is a name given to hydrophyllic beads, fashioned like the Bard
Absorption Dressing or the Debrisan beads that those of us who have been
around the block may remember. Gold Dust, like those products, absorbs many
times it's weight in exudate. These hydrophyllic beads aren't used as much
today, replaced by alginates, foams, and the VAC. 1, for one, always

thought they were a much more cost-effective way of controlling excess
drainage. When these beads/granules mix with exudate, a soft gel forms,
conforming to the wound bed and provides controlled moisture to the wound.
The same principles follow as with all moist wound environments,

The down side of using these products is the way it is delivered, ina
bead/granular form. [t is much easier to apply an alginate for instance.
However, one can premix it, if desired, with a little water or saline, stir
it and put in the wound wet vs. dry. Of course, if you do that, it will
absorb less than putting it in dry form.

But the upside is they are cheaper, [ think they handle MORE drainage, not
less, and do a much better job at controlling odor. [ personally use itas a
standard in pilonidal cysts wounds. [ use to use alginates, foams, etc, but
found Gold Dust and Elastogel to better handle the drainage in these usually
infected, odorous wounds. Even though patients have to rely on caregiver
support to put the beads in, they heal much faster, have better pain

control, less dressing changes and odor is eliminated.

Mancy from OHIO

----- Original Message -----

From: <jamercer(@mindspring.com=

To: =wound-forum(@wocn.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2000 10:18 PM
Subject: Re: odor control

= What is Gold Dust? How does it work?
o

= JoAnn Smith RN CWOCN

-

= wound-forum{@wocn.org wrote:

= =1 had posted on the forum 3 weeks ago about a pt w/ extensive cutaneous
= metastatic cancer lesion w/ odor and drainage problems. After trying

every bag of tricks I knew I turned to the forum. I was emailed off forum by Ed
= at Southwest Technologies and he graciously overnighted me samples of

> Elastogel and Gold Dust. We could not use the Elastogel due to bleeding
but the Gold Dust has helped contain the drainage and the odor. This ladies

= quality of life has improved w/ Gold Dust and [ will continue to recommend
> this. Ed (I know you're lurking) thank you so very much and everyone else
= that had suggestions.

= Susan Gurney RN CETN Maine
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